














NUMBER LXVI. 





By ADAM FITZ-ADAM. 





To be continued every THURSDAY. 





Tuursvay, April the 4th, 1754. 





To Mr. Fitz-ApdamM. 


Ss CS ee »O confefs an unfafhionable kind of 
“ atruth, Iam a woman who, now 

and then, think a little; and when I 
pe > do, I fometimes turn my reflections 
NE pte: ‘) on my own fex. Man, you know, 
CIA SSA OG is faid to be “ a creature formed 
« for fociety ;” and I do not deny it to be in general 
true ; but then pray, what is woMAN? To fay that fhe 
too is ‘a creature formed for fociety,” is faying nothing 
at all; fhe is a great deal more than all that. Shall I 
tell you what fhe is? Woman is “a creature formed. 
for crowDiING, and for being CROWDED.” 





Mr. 
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Mr. Port, who you know thought it worth ‘his 
while to write a whole epiftle about us, declares, after he 
thinks he has analized us to the bottom, that the love of 
‘PLEASURE, and the love of sway, are the two general 
ruling paffions of the whole fex. In direét contradi@tion 
to which, I affert, that the love of crowpING and of 
.being cRowDED, is a paflion infinitely more general and 
predominant. It will be alledged, probably, that this 
paffion is included in one of the former; but I anfwer, 
no; it is abfolutely diftin& from either of them: for as 
to the love of PLEASURE, afk a woman of fafhion in the 
“umidft of a crowded affembly (and thanks to the tafte of 
‘the age we live in, you may make the experiment in this 
dear town any evening you pleafe) afk her, I fay, if the 
‘takes any ’PLEASURE in being crowded ?—“ No,” the will 
tell-you, ‘‘ fhe hates and detefts it; it breaks he hoop, 
‘© tears her ruffles, puts her in a horrid f rakes 
“« her a fright in fhort, and fhe wonders w-:. | per= 
“ fuade her to come there.” A pia vroof this, that it 
does not refult from her love of pLe isurE: and that it is 
not a confequence of our love of sway, is ftill more ob- 
vious}; for the very idea of a crowd excludes all notion of 
fuperiority and diftin@ion. But, if you want an experi- 
mental proof of this too, go to the fame afflembly, and 
obferve the lady of the houfe herfelf ; the is diftinguifhed 
indeed, but.in a manner quite oppofite to what you would 
expect ; for it is only- by buftling through the crowd fhe 
has herfelf raifed, with all the hurry and vulgar obfe- 
quioufnefs of a coffee girl. 
: Avn-then that can be faid in your friend Popsr’s de- 
fence, is,. thet he did not live long enough to {ee this 


ptedominant female paffion difplay itfelf in that full 
ftrength and vigour which it does at prefent. Yet one: 
might think tooy from what one has heard of the ring 


and 
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and other fafhionable amufements in his time (for Ido nat 
remember them myfelf) that he had, even then, fufficient 
opportunity given him to difcover this truth ; but as ‘he 
has totally omitted it in all his effays, I fhall (without ma- 
king apologies for my inferior abilities, for I hate apo- 
logies) endeavour to demonftrate, that this very paffion 
is fuperior to all our other paffions put together. 

First, as to our love of pray. Let us in the firft 
place, to proceed methodically, confider what pLay is. 
Pray is a fcience, or rather a {cience and an art put to- 
gether; the former of which has been rendered fyftem- 
atical, by the philofophic pen of Mr. Hoyle; the other, 
though perhaps as well underftood as the former, has yet 
been honoured with no diftin& treatife: though I am 
told indeed, that a gentleman now in the Old Bailey has, 
at his leifure hours, .compleated an effay, which, when 
publifhed, will render the whole of this matter clear to 
the meaneft capacity. But this en paffant. Now, Mr. 
Fitz-Adam, whether we confider GAMING as a {cience 
that employs the head, or asan art which exercifes the 


hand of it’s fair profeflors ; whether we fuppofe it a mat. 


ter of judgment or ingenuity; we muft agree, that a 
private room, anda {mall party would be infinitely more 
eligible for the purpofe (that is if a woman loved play 
for it’s own fake) than a full affembly: for if the plays 
with judgment, I would prefume that a noife and tumult 
about her would certainly difturb her: and if the plays 
with fkill, I fhould imagine a number of lookers-on 
might poffibly difconcert her: yet this is not the cafe, 
to game in a.crowd is the thing ; and rather than not game 
fo, fhe is willing either to be beat or to be fmoaked, 
either to lofe her money or her reputation. 

Havine proved, I think to my fatisfaction, and I hope 
fir, to yours, that-even the love of pLay isa fecondary 


paffion 
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paffion to the love of crowpinG, I| will jut touch upon 
our love of press. ‘That this is made fubfervient to it 
alfo, is evident to any perfon that will pleafe to contem- 
plate that moft important part of our drefs, the Hoop , 
a piece of apparel, or to {peak more properly, a piece of 
machinery which owes it’s very being and exiftence to 
this paffion : for fince that invention, a lady is enabled 
to make a crowd even by herfelf ; and thirty women can 
now cram a room as compleatly asa hundred would do, 
if deprived of fo neceflary an auxiliary. On this prin- 
ciple too we may account for that feeming paradox, why 
the Hoop, contrary to the fleeting and fhort-lived nature 
of all other parts of drefs, holds it’s place in the realms 
of fafhion fo much longer than any other mode was ever 
known to do; and while our caps have, from the fize 
of a china plate, dwindled away to the breadth of a half 
crown, and then entirely vanifhed,-our Hoops, on the 
contrary, continue to enlarge their circumference gra- 
dually, and keep pace with our ruling paffion. So that 
I fhall venture to affert, that this part of our drefs will be 
immortal: for fo long as women are women, fo long 
muft they wear large Hoops. 

Acaiw as to our love of Music; afk any woman of 
fafhion, if the opERA founds as well ona tuefday as a 
faturday, and fhe will ftare at your queftion, and an{wer 
coolly, ‘ No, fhe does not think it does.” And why 
pray? For this fhort reafon, that saTuRDAY is the 
€ROWDED NIGHT. 

Tue thing is now fo very plain, that I might {pare 
myfelf all farther trouble; yet to proceed, let me afk 
why we prefer gallantry to love, and general acquaint- 
ance to particular friendfhip? Becaufe the one goes on 
ful! as well in a cRowp (excepting indeed fome necef- 
fary fhort intervals with regard to gallantry) asin any 

other 
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other place. But fhould, a woman condefcend to cul- 


tivate love or friendthip, fhe would be frequently feduced, 
into folitude, or, what is as bad, be obliged fometimes 
to undergo the infupportable ennus of a grave téte @ téte. 

Lasrry, I would, fain afk why does that {mall part 
of our fex, that think at all about the matter, prefen 
enthufiafm ta religion, and Mr. Whitfield to their. 
parith, prieft ? For, ng, other, reafon.in the world, but be, 
caufe Whitfield of all men. living: has, the greatett, 
knack, of gathering a,CROWD. about him.) -...,; 

Now that Iam. talking of religion, I have heard of 
an author who wrote.a treatife to prove, that the:place of 
future punifhment.was the centre of the earth; which 
fince it could not fairly hold half the inhabitants that. 
would be, affigned to it, he fuppofed the principal tor- 
ment would confift.in sqUEEZING. I believe indeed) the: 
doctrine was foon exploded ; and it was fit it fhould :. for 
furely, fir, it would have a manifeft bad tendency in 
point of female morals ; for who can think, that; we. 
fhould have, any dread of squEeEzinG in,the. next life, 
when we love, fo dearly ta be. squeezep to. death, 
in this? 7 

Yer though I have hitherto endeavoured to prove, . 
that this love of crowninG is the ruling paffion of the 
FEMALE world, I,would not.have it inferred, that it 
does not fometimes alfo predominate in man. I know 
myfelf various inftances to the centrary:-many young 
fellows. of my acquaintance are at prefent- warm bo- 
rough-hunters: now as moft of them are infinitely too 
ignorant to fuffer one to imagine they do it with a view 
of ferving their country, and much too negligent and 
degagé to aim at ferving themfelves, I charitably con- 
clude, in order to give them fome motive for aétion, 
that they commence candidates purely from this princi- 


ple, 
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ple, as wanting only to pufh themfelves into a prefent 
momentary Crown at the enfuing election, and to fecure 

to themfelves a feptennial crowD, by getting into par- 

liament. could enumerate many more inftances of 
the fame kind, but really I have {cribbled till I am tired: 

I have, however, one word’ to fay to your friends the 

poets before I conclude. © You: ‘know, fir, they fre- 

quently make fimilies about us women, and are parti- 

cularly fond of taking them from the feathered part of 
the creation: for inftance, if a woman is conftant (as 

perhaps fome women have formerly been) they compare 

her toa turtle ; if fhe fings well, they inftantly clap a 

nightingale into her throat; and if fhe is fair the fwan’s 

plumage immediately becomes dirty by comparifon, 

Now all thefé fimilies may do well enough in the con- 
fined way they ufe them, but they never yet found out 

any firigle bird, that could be made ufe of as a general 

fymbol of the ‘whole fex. I have, Mr. Fitz-Adam ; 

and I fhall-give it them. to put into-verfe, if they pleafe; 

affuring mytelf, that if they-are convinced of the truth’ 
ofimy foregoitig reafonings, they will think it a juft 
one: not to keep them or ~~ longer in fufpence, it is 

acWILD- -~GOOSE. 

I am, 
Anung the crowd of your admirers, 
: M. B. 


7 - 
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